Maranatha 

Creed:  From  thence  He  shall  come  to  judge  the  quick 
and  the  dead. 

Three  Popular  Misconceptions  of  Second  Coming 
and  Final  Judgment 

1.  Individualistic  Salvation:  "Do  I  get  to  go  to 
heaven?  What  shall  I  do  to  avoid  the  fire  of 
hell?" 

2.  The  Great  Get-away 

3.  Doom's  Day 

These  classical  ingredients  for  a  dualistic  faith  fail  to 
cultivate  a  healthy  Christian  hope. 

Final  Judgment  as  Deliverance 

•  Judgment  of  the  powerful  is  mercy  for  the 
oppressed:  language  of  the  "great  reversal" 
(Luke  1:46-56;  6:20-26;  13:25-30). 

•  Biblical  judgment:  establishment  of  justice, 
putting  things  right. 

•  Judges  are  deliverers. 

•  When  God  returns,  he  will  decisively  restore 
justice  and  reform  this  world.  Whatever  is  on 
His  way  will  be  crushed.  For  the  weak,  the 
oppressed,  and  those  who  hunger  for  justice,  this 
is  a  source  of  great  hope.   The  question  is: 
"Whose  side  are  you  on?" 

Second  Coming  as  Cosmic  Deliverance 

•  God  will  transform  the  whole  creation,  making  it 
new  again  (Rev  21:1-5). 

•  The  creation  will  be  liberated  from  its  bondage 
to  decay  (Rom  8:18-25). 

•  The  Son,  through  whom  all  things  are  created, 
will  reconcile  to  Himself  the  entire  creation  (Col 
1:15-23). 

•  The  second  coming  of  Christ  does  not  bring 
about  the  destruction  of  the  world.  Quite  the 
opposite,  God  will  fulfill  His  purpose  for  the 
creation,  and  transform  it  into  a  new  Eden. 

A  Very  Different  Picture 

•  The  second  coming  is  a  source  of  hope  rather 
than  something  to  dread  about. 

•  Rather  than  merely  individualistic,  this  hope  has 
a  social  and  cosmic  dimension. 


